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BASD MISSION STATEMENT

The Bethlehem Area School District, in partnership with the home and community, is committed to providing a safe and
supportive environment in which each student will attain the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to become a
productive citizen and life-long learner in our technologically demanding and culturally diverse society.

                                         THE BASD MISSION IN PRACTICE

The job of the Bethlehem Area School District is to graduate students who are college and career ready. Our goal is to
provide students with an educational experience that best matches their skills and interests while stretching students to
become the best they can be. The path to success is as varied as the individual students we serve. The common variable is
that all students must rise to the increased rigor of the PA Common Core Curriculum and the new Keystone graduation
requirements. By aligning coursework to students’ post-secondary goals, students see the relevance in what they are
learning and are more likely to achieve at higher levels.

The 21 Century high school is about more than just the acquisition of credits. Students should begin planning for their
       st

post-secondary success even before they enter high school. As students begin the scheduling process for their ninth-grade
year, counselors will work closely with students to chart a path that, if successfully completed, will give students a
competitive advantage when applying to the college or career of their choice.

For those students who wish to accelerate their high school experience and graduate from high school with some college
credits in hand, the Bethlehem Area School District offers a wide variety of Advanced Placement and dual enrollment
opportunities. Students wishing to participate in a more challenging curriculum but who do not wish to acquire college
credits may choose from a number of honors courses in each of the major content areas. Some students may wish to begin
their career training while still in high school. The Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School (BAVTS), in partnership
with the BASD, offers students industry-benchmarked training in high-priority occupations. Ninth-graders desiring to
accelerate their career preparation may choose to participate in the FastTrack program, a BAVTS elective offering
designed specifically for our ninth-grade students.

Depending upon their college and career goals, students may follow a flexible path that is a combination of those
described above. A student wishing to become an engineer may take AP Calculus and AP Physics but opt for honors or
college preparatory English. A student who desires to become a writer may opt for AP English Language and Literature,
journalism and creative writing electives, and honors or college preparatory math and science. A student whose goal is to
be an electrician may opt for AP or honors physics and coursework at BAVTS. The college and career goal of the student,
along with his or her interests, should drive the student’s schedule.

All of our students, no matter their career path, benefit from community partnerships. The BASD is working with local
organizations such as Lehigh University, Moravian College, Northampton Community College, ArtsQuest, PBS, and St.
Luke’s Hospital to create real-world learning opportunities for our students related to specific career paths. In addition,
students must complete sixty hours of community service in order to graduate. This requirement can be tailored to
students’ interests so that they can explore careers of their choice before committing to a college major.

We are partners in each student’s educational experience. Providing each student with a flexible, personalized learning
plan will ensure success beyond high school.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

FOUR-YEAR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

        Required Courses                         Credit                       Grade When Usually Taken
        English                                  4.0                                     9-12
        Social Studies                           3.0                                     9-12
        Mathematics                              3.0                                     9-12
        Science                                  3.0                                     9-12
        Math or Science                          1.0                                     9-12
        Computer Science                         0.5                                     9-12
        Physical Education                       2.0                                     9-12
        Health                                   1.0 (0.5 per year)                      9-10
        Freshman and Sophomore Seminar           1.0 (0.5 per year)                      9-10
        Arts and Humanities                      1.0                                     9-12
        General Electives                        6.0                                     9-12
        Community Service                        0.5 (60 hours)                          9-12

                           26.0 credits and satisfactory demonstration of proficiency in
                   Algebra 1, Literature 10, and Biology are required for high school graduation.

Arts and Humanities encompasses the discipline areas of visual art, music, theatre and dance. These areas are unified by
the themes of production, history, criticism and aesthetics.

Project Lead the Way Engineering course work or Project Lead the Way Biomedical coursework may, if necessary,
replace a fourth Science or Mathematics elective.

Students enrolled in the Vocational-Technical pathway, if necessary, can replace the fourth credit in Science or
Mathematics with a course aligned to their career goals. Eligibility for pursuing such a credit replacement toward
graduation will be determined by the principal (or their designee) in consultation with the student, parent, guidance
counselor, and BAVTS.

Prerequisite Courses: In students’ best interests, teachers, department chairpersons, administrators, and counselors have
agreed on certain suggested prerequisites for some course offerings. We strongly recommend that these prerequisite
courses must be completed before taking the course. In cases where there are multiple levels of a course, course one
serves as a prerequisite for course two and so forth.

Beginning the 2020-2021 school year every student is required to take an assessment of US history, government, and civics.

Please see page 69 for NCAA Eligibility Requirement.
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SAMPLE COURSE SEQUENCE for class 2021

Grade 9                                               Grade 10
English 9                                   1.0       English 10                                        1.0
U.S. History 2                              1.0       U.S. History 3                                    1.0
Geometry, Algebra 2, Algebra 1              1.0       Algebra 2, Geometry or Pre-Calculus               1.0
Biology                                     1.0       Chemistry or Physics                              1.0
World Language                              1.0       World Language                                    1.0
Freshman Seminar                            0.5       Sophomore Seminar                                 0.5
Health 1/ Physical Education                1.0       Health 2/ Physical Education                      1.0
Pathway Elective                            1.5       Pathway Elective                                  1.5
                                            8.0                                                         8.0

Grade 11                                              Grade 12
English 11 or AP Language and Composition   1.0       English 12, Non-Fiction 12, or                    1.0
Global Studies, AP World History, or                  AP Literature and Composition
        AP Comparative Government           1.0       Government/Economics, AP Government,              1.0
Pre-Calculus or Geometry                    1.0               or AP Macroeconomics
AP Science or Science Elective              1.0       Calculus, Statistics, College Math, or            1.0
World Language                              1.0               Personal Finance
Computer Science                            0.5       AP Science or Science Elective                    1.0
Physical Education                          0.5       Physical Education                                0.5
Pathway Elective                            2.0       Pathway Electives                                 3.5
                                            8.0                                                         8.0

SAMPLE COURSE SEQUENCE for classes 2022, 2023, 2024

Grade 9                                               Grade 10
English 9                                   1.0       English 10                                        1.0
U.S. History                                1.0       Global Studies, AP World History,                 1.0
Geometry, Algebra 1, or Algebra 1A          1.0               AP Comparative Government,
Biology                                     1.0               or AP U.S. History
World Language                              1.0       Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2                    1.0
Freshman Seminar                            0.5       Chemistry or Physics                              1.0
Health 1/ Physical Education                1.0       World Language                                    1.0
Pathway Elective                            1.5       Sophomore Seminar                                 0.5
                                            8.0       Health 2/ Physical Education                      1.0
                                                      Pathway Elective                                  1.5
                                                                                                        8.0

Grade 11                                              Grade 12
English 11 or AP Language and Composition   1.0       English 12, Non-Fiction 12, or                    1.0
Government/Economics, AP US Government      1.0       AP Literature and Composition
Pre-Calculus, Algebra 2                     1.0       AP Social Studies, Social Studies Elective        1.0
AP Science or Science Elective              1.0       AP Math, Calculus, Statistics, College Math, or
World Language                              1.0               Personal Finance                          1.0
Computer Science                            0.5       AP Science or Science Elective                    1.0
Physical Education                          0.5       Physical Education                                0.5
Pathway Elective                            2.0       Pathway Electives                                 3.5
                                            8.0                                                         8.0
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Keystone Exam Graduation Requirement

Background
The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in three subjects: Algebra I, Literature
and Biology. The Keystone Exams are one component of Pennsylvania’s system of high school graduation requirements.

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to evaluate proficiency in academic content. Beginning
with the class of 2022, students must demonstrate proficiency on the Algebra 1, Literature, and Biology Keystone
Exams to graduate. Students not demonstrating proficiency will be offered multiple opportunities to take the Keystones
throughout their high school careers.

For more Keystone exam information, please visit the Pennsylvania Department of Education website.

Graduation Requirement
Senate Bill 1095, which was signed into law by Governor Tom Wolf on October 24, 2018, shifts Pennsylvania’s reliance
on high stakes testing as a graduation requirement to provide alternatives for high school students to demonstrate
readiness for postsecondary success. Formerly, Pennsylvania’s graduation requirement was more restrictive, requiring
most students to pass the Keystone Exams — end of course exams in Algebra I, Literature, and Biology. Senate Bill 1095
will expand the options for students to demonstrate postsecondary readiness using four additional pathways that more
fully illustrate college, career, and community readiness.

The statewide graduation requirement takes effect for the graduating class of 2022. While there is no statewide graduation
requirement for the classes of 2019, 2020, and 2021, students, parents, and guardians should reference local policies
governing graduation, which are not preempted by the moratorium on the statewide requirement. Beginning in the 2021-
22 school year, the statewide graduation requirement will apply, as will any other locally-established policies and
requirements.

Additionally, Keystone Exams are the statewide assessment that Pennsylvania uses to comply with accountability
requirements in the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Each state is expected to achieve 95 percent
participation on its statewide exams.

Students can meet the statewide graduation requirement by:

    •   Scoring proficient or advanced on each Keystone Exam - Algebra I, Literature, and Biology.
    •   Earning a satisfactory composite score on the Algebra I, Literature, and Biology Keystone Exams. The sum of
        Algebra 1, Literature, and Biology Keystone Exam Scores must equal 4452 or greater.
    •   Earning a passing grade on the courses associated with each Keystone Exam, and satisfactorily complete one of
        the following: an alternative assessment (SAT, PSAT, ACT, ASVAB, Gold Level ACT WorkKeys), advanced
        coursework (AP, concurrent enrollment courses), pre-apprenticeship, or acceptance in a 4-year nonprofit
        institution of higher education for college-level coursework.
    •   Earning a passing grade on the courses associated with each Keystone Exam, and pass the National Occupational
        Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) or the National Institute of Metalworking Skills (NIMS) assessment in an
        approved Career and Technical Education concentration.
    •   Earning a passing grade on the courses associated with each Keystone Exam, and demonstrate readiness for
        postsecondary engagement through three pieces of evidence from the student’s career portfolio aligned to student
        goals and career plan. Examples of evidence will include ACT WorkKeys, SAT Subject tests, AP, and concurrent
        coursework, higher education acceptance, community learning project, completion of an internship, externship or
        co-op or full-time employment.

For more information about the Keystone Exam Graduation Requirement, please visit the Pennsylvania Department of
Education website.
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Career Readiness Indicator for Future Ready PA Index
Background
School Performance Profile (SPP) will be replaced with PA Future Ready Index starting in the 2018-19 school year. As a
result, the data collection for this new dashboard will occur during the 2017-18 school year and have an impact on
planning, instruction, and data collection to name a few.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Future Ready PA Index is:
    • A more holistic tool for communities to measure school success.
    • Less reliant on point-in-time standardized test scores.
    • Comprehensive measures that value a school's efforts to help all students learn, grow, and succeed in the
        classroom and beyond.
As part of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), there are six (6) Federal Accountability Indicators:
    1. % Proficient / Advanced on PSSA/Keystone Exams
    2. Meeting Annual growth Expectations (PVAAS)
    3. English Language Proficiency
    4. Graduation Rate
    5. Career Standards / Readiness
    6. Chronic Absenteeism
Of the six indicators, four are mandated by the Federal Department of Education and two were selected by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Career Readiness Indicator
   • Ensures that all students have access to career exploration and preparation activities that are standards-aligned and
       evidence-based.
   • Percent of students who demonstrate meaningful engagement in career exploration and preparation and
       implementation of individualized career plans through separate, specific measures based on grade-level
       benchmarks aligned to the Pennsylvania CEW Standards.
   • The percentage of students who, by the end of GRADE 5, demonstrate engagement in career exploration and
       preparation aligned to the CEW standards via PA Career Zone or a locally designed career exploration and
       preparation program/curriculum.
   • The percentage of students who, by the end of grade 8, create an individualized career plan and participate in
       career preparation activities aligned to the CEW Standards.
   • The percentage of students who, by the end of grade 11, implement their individualized career plan through
       ongoing development of a career portfolio and participation in career preparation activities aligned to the CEW
       Standards.

Career Portfolios
By the end of grades 5, 8, and 11, students will have to produce a variety of items/evidence aligned to the 4 strands in the
CEW Standards that demonstrate their awareness and understanding of the standards. Monitoring of these portfolios will
occur through the Department of Education.

                                                    Career Portfolio Evidence/Components

         By end of Grade 5:              By end of Grade 8:                                          By end of Grade 11:

     •      6 pieces of        •   Student has a career portfolio          •   Student has a career portfolio containing the K-5 and 6-8 grade band
            evidence               containing the K-5 evidence.                evidence.
     •      2 per year, per    •   Additional 6 pieces of evidence.        •   Additional 8 pieces of evidence collected in grades 9-11.
            grade level        •   2 per year, per grade level.            •   2 per year, per grade level
     •      At least 1 piece   •   At least 1 piece of evidence per CEW    •   At least 1 piece of evidence per CEW Strand
            of evidence per
            CEW Strand.
                                   Strand.                                 •   At least two pieces of evidence for the 9-11 grade band must
                               •   One of the pieces of evidence for the       demonstrate implementation of the student’s individualized career plan.
                                   6-8 band must be the student’s          •   BASD Grade 9-11 Career Readiness Indicators
                                   individualized career plan.
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GRADING

All courses are graded with the traditional grading system (A, B, C, F). Honors courses receive weighted average grade
point value. The following grading equivalents will be utilized to determine the marking period grade for secondary
students:

                Report Card Grade                Grade Points             Honors /AP Grade Points
                       A+    (100-97)                  4.3                      5.3
                       A     (96-93)                   4.0                      5.0
                       A-    (92-90)                   3.7                      4.7

                         B+      (89-87)                  3.3                      4.3
                         B       (86-83)                  3.0                      4.0
                         B-      (82-80)                  2.7                      3.7

                         C+      (79-77)                  2.3                      3.3
                         C       (76-73)                  2.0                      3.0
                         C-      (72-70)                  1.7                      2.7

                         F       (69-0)                   0.0                      0.0

Students require a 3.2000 minimum G.P.A. in a quarter to be named for honor roll. Quarterly G.P.A. reflect computation
of grades in the quarter only. This average is used for honor roll. An “N” in citizenship or an “F” in any course eliminates
a student from consideration for honor roll. Final cumulative G.P.A. shown on the transcript includes all final grades from
the beginning of Grade 9 to current final grades.

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

Counselors will begin this process in early December. Completion of this process occurs in late February and also
includes the incoming 9 grade class. Students are placed in English, Social Studies, Math, and Science, based on
                        th

available data. For elective course offerings, please refer to the Career Pathways section. Sometimes, due to scheduling
constraints, specific courses may not be available. A course request verification sheet is sent home. Schedules are sent
during the summer.

Schedule planning can take place only when the school can consider the course selection of students final and binding. If a
student selects a course, he/she is expected to complete it.

                         Any student who has not successfully completed any core course
          and has not completed remediation programs will not enter the next level of the course of study.
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DROP / ADD POLICY

The following guidelines exist for schedule changes requested after August 8 : th

   1. This process is for the academic courses in English, Social Studies, Science, Math, and Foreign Language.
   2. A “Drop / Add Policy and Form” must be completed by the student and parent. Forms are available on the school
        website and in the counseling office.
   3. Schedule changes will be considered for valid educational reasons only. Schedule changes will not be made to
        accommodate requests for lateral moves within the same subject area or teacher preference.
   4. The counselor, assigned teacher, and department chair will review schedule change requests.
   5. Full semester courses will not be dropped after the first 20 instructional days (or 40 days for a year-long course)
        of class without the W, WP, or WF designation.
   6. Quarter courses (half semester courses) will not be dropped after the first 10 days of class without the W, WP, or
        WF designation.
   7. All students must maintain a full schedule for the entire year.

Withdrawals from a course will not become part of the student transcript if the course is dropped within the first 20 days
of a semester class and within the first 10 days of a quarter course (half semester course). A “W” (Withdrew) will be
recorded after 20 days but prior to the end of the first quarter. Either a “WP” (Withdraw Passing) or “WF” (Withdraw
Failing) will be recorded if the course is dropped after the first marking period of the course, indicating the student’s
progress at the time of withdrawal.

A course change must be based upon academic considerations, and be facilitated by a conference/plan developed by the
student, parent, teacher and counselor/grade level administrator to support student success. This plan will require
tutoring, completion of all required work to date, and a sincere demonstration of effort and ability by the student prior to
dropping a course or level of course for all classes in English, Social Studies, Math, Science and Foreign Language.

ENTRY INTO ADVANCED PLACEMENT and HONORS COURSES

The Bethlehem Area School District is committed to providing both an equitable and rigorous curriculum in preparation
for the evolving professions of the twenty-first century. While every high school course has been designed with equity and
rigor in mind, the Advance Placement and honors courses specially are intended to provide more breadth, depth of
knowledge, and often move at a faster pace. As students and parents examine these expectations, the following should be
noted:

    1. The recommended process for entry into Advanced Placement and Honors courses have been put into place in
       order to give our students the greatest chance for success in the courses.
    2. Students who, in consultation with their parents and teachers, agree to meet the challenge of an Advanced
       Placement and/or Honors course will be scheduled accordingly.
    3. Advanced Placement and Honors courses receive a weighted average grade point value.

*Please see additional information for specific courses in each section.

Prior to Admission to Advanced Placement and Honors Courses:

    1. Students must express intent to enroll in the AP or Honors course.
    2. Student must possess willingness to meet the rigors of the course.
    3. Data Review will occur with a focus on advanced or proficient standardized test results, final course grades, and
       attendance.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

Through College Board’s AP college-level courses and exams, students can earn college credit and advanced placement,
stand out in the admission process, and learn from some of the most skilled, dedicated, and inspiring teachers. From the
moment students enter an AP classroom, they notice the difference—in the teacher's approach to the subject, in the
attitude of their classmates, in the way their peers start to think. In AP classrooms, the focus is not on memorizing facts
and figures. Instead, students engage in intense discussions, solve problems collaboratively, and learn to write clearly and
persuasively. With a variety of AP courses to choose from, including Environmental Science, Psychology and Economics,
students will be able to explore interests and discover new passions. In AP classes, students study fascinating topics and
ideas that just might become the foundation of their future college major or career. AP courses can help acquire the skills
and habits needed to be successful in college. Students improve writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, and
develop time management skills, discipline, and study habits. Because of the demands of AP courses, the student
should choose courses wisely and deliberately based on their personal passions and time commitments.

Most four-year colleges in the United States and many colleges in more than 60 other countries give students credit,
advanced placement or both on the basis of AP Exam scores. By entering college with AP credits, students may have the
time to move into upper level courses, pursue a double major or study abroad. Multiple research studies have shown that
AP students who earn credit and advanced placement for the corresponding introductory college course:
    ● Perform well in subsequent courses within the same discipline
    ● Take more, not fewer, courses in the discipline for which they’ve received AP credit
    ● Tend to earn higher GPAs than non-AP students.
    ● Are more likely to graduate from college in four or five years

Talk to an AP teacher or a counselor about the course you want to take. It is crucial that the student and parent
discuss the course's workload, prerequisite courses, and any additional preparation students might need. AP
courses require planning and preparation by the student through the appropriate course selection and counseling services.
Students planning to take AP courses in the future are strongly encouraged to enroll in Honors for prerequisite
coursework.

                              AP Courses Offered by the Bethlehem Area School District
                   English Language & Composition                               Biology
                   English Literature & Composition                            Chemistry
                              US History                                 Environmental Science
                            World History                                     Physics 1&2
                      Comparative Government                       Physics C- Electricity & Magnetism
                           Macroeconomics                                Physics C- Mechanics
                      US Government & Politics                                   French
                              Psychology                                        German
                             Calculus AB                                        Spanish
                             Calculus BC                                  Computer Science A
                               Statistics                             Computer Science Principles
                                                                            AP Music Theory
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ENROLLMENT IN COLLEGE COURSES

BASD students have the opportunity to complete coursework at a post-secondary institution during their high school
careers. The following guidelines apply to students taking college/university courses:
    1. The course is pre-approved by the student’s Guidance Counselor and Principal. A college course is not
         intended to replace a required high school course.
    2. The college course will satisfy a HS elective credit, under special circumstances pre-approved specifically by the
         Principal and Assistant Superintendent, the college course may replace a required HS course.
    3. The student assumes the cost/payment for the course. The student should furnish a college transcript or grade
         report to his/her counselor shortly after completion of the college course.
    4. The grade and credit are reported on the high school transcript. Any grades of “D” will be reported as a “P”
         on the student’s transcript.
    5. A 3.0 credit college course will count as 1.0 high school credit. The grade is inputted on the transcript with the
         college name and the grade the student earned.
    6. The college course grade will NOT count for GPA, Honor Roll, or Academic Award calculations.

HONORS SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Our local colleges, Lehigh University, Moravian College, DeSales University, and Lafayette College offer scholarship
programs to qualifying seniors each year. This opportunity is by application and successful candidacy offered by the
college. This program allows students to earn college credit while attending high school.

ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS

Students have the opportunity to take selected courses taught by school district teachers in an online environment.
Interaction with their teacher will take place through a learning management system, like Blackboard. Attending class in
person is required periodically. It is highly recommended that students who are seeking online instruction have completed
prerequisite courses with a B average or higher while consistently demonstrating a strong work ethic, solid
communication and organizational skills, and strong writing ability throughout the course. To ensure success in the online
course, students should have access to a computer and Internet connection outside of school. Interested students may
obtain the required online course application form from their counselors. BASD Online Courses offered: Honors English
12, Sophomore Seminar, Health 2, and Physical Education.

ACADEMIC INTGRITY POLICY

The Bethlehem Area School District believes in building a rigorous and supportive academic atmosphere from which our
students may draw inspiration as they build their future. Learning requires students to be responsible for their own work at
all times, displaying their own knowledge, judgment, and creativity. Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, cheating
or copying the work of another, using technology for illicit purposes, or any unauthorized communication between
students for the purpose of gaining an advantage during an examination.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE                                                            0.5 credit = 60 hours

The BASD Community Service Program provides students with the opportunity to explore careers, develop leadership
skills, acquire life skills, as well as fosters community participation and responsible citizenship through 60 hours of
service. This opportunity provides invaluable experience for students, regardless of their future plans.

Students may begin earning hours the summer between 8th and 9th grade. A maximum of 30 hours will be credited
towards the 60-hour requirement. Students are strongly encouraged to begin and complete their Community Service hours
as early as possible as it will help them to guide their choices in regards to courses, colleges and career paths. Once 60
hours of Community Service at a non-profit agency has been completed, the student will be awarded .5 credit towards
graduation. This is a mandatory requirement for graduation. All students have until the second Friday in April of their
Senior Year to complete and submit their hours to meet this requirement. Students who choose to do more than 135 hours
have the opportunity to earn the Silver Cord Graduation Award. All information on the Community Service Program, and
how to complete this .5 credit successfully, is available online
https://www.beth.k12.pa.us/ParentsStudents/CommunityService.

It is strongly recommended that the student completes 15 hours of Community Service each year to meet the requirement.
Additionally, please note that hours must be completed at a non-profit agency. A list of over 200 agencies is provided to
students in our database located under “Community Service Blog” on the website. If it is not listed on the website, a
student must submit a Request to Volunteer form prior to volunteering.

DISTRICT INTERNSHIP

The BASD Internship Program (BU9259) is intended to provide upperclassmen with opportunities to participate in on-site
or off-site experiences related to their career goal. Through this program students will interact with, observe, and assist
individuals who are employed in an occupation.

The intent of a BASD internship course is to provide activities that will enable the student to make informed career
decisions based on significant knowledge and insights developed during participation.

Objectives:
   • To provide practical experience that enhances the classroom education of the student.
   • To afford opportunities to gain further knowledge of the occupation.
   • To help the students understand and appreciate their academic course work through direct application in a work
       setting.
   • To develop effective employability skills and attitudes.

Criteria:
    • Open to students who have completed their sophomore year.
    • Students will not be paid for their internship experience.
    • All internships require preapproval by an assistant principal or principal.
    • Students must be mentored by a field expert.
    • Students should establish internship goals with their BASD supervisor and mentor.
    • Students will submit a weekly internship log, weekly reflection, portfolio at the conclusion of the course, and a
        final reflection paper.
    • Students spend a minimum of 9 weeks or 60 hours participating in the internship experience.
    • A grade of Pass/Fail will be awarded for the Career Internship Experience and .5 credit of internship completion
        will be noted on the transcript. Class rank and GPA will not be affected by the internship.
    • The Bethlehem Area School District Framework for Citizenship applies to student conduct throughout the
        internship.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

Under Pennsylvania and federal laws, a student who meets the eligibility requirements for special education has the right
to participate in the general education curriculum in the regular education classroom in the Least Restrictive Environment
(LRE). The program of support and services is described in the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).
Providing a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) for a student with a disability begins with the consideration of
services in the LRE. The organization and delivery of special education services are planned in a flexible and responsive
manner to accommodate the student’s special needs of eligibility without removing the student, unnecessarily, from the
general education curriculum in the regular education classroom. Supplementary aids and services received by the student
are dependent on his/her individual needs. The Bethlehem Area School District promotes inclusive opportunities for all
students.

The students shall participate in the general education curriculum in the regular education classroom to the maximum
extent appropriate, which may be accommodated, adapted, or modified. The district does provide a full continuum of
services and programs. Eligible students may be provided instruction through supplemental curricula. Service/program
options may be considered when the program of study needs to be intensified in order to meet the student’s overall needs.

Transition planning begins at age 14. The IEP team will decide what kinds of courses will prepare the student for life
after high school through the transition planning process. The IEP team, including the student and parent, will plan
transition activities to prepare the student for post-high school experiences. Discussions during transition planning
include: college or post-high school planning; employment exploration; and independent living, including recreation or
leisure activities. The transition planning includes consideration of the types of courses the student will take during high
school. Early planning encourages a coordinated effort between the present and future goals of the student. Students are
encouraged to prepare for a post-high school education, whether it is college or a trade/technical school. Students who are
considering college are encouraged to take the PSAT and SAT assessments, with or without accommodations. Some
students may elect a vocational curriculum and attend the Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School (BAVTS), which
offers a range of programs.

All students receiving special education services are guaranteed the right for the opportunity to earn a high school
diploma. The IEP Team determines how a student will be awarded a diploma, the eligible student must successfully
complete all required courses and credits, as well as meet performance standards on assessments or through the IEP
transition goals.
                                                CO-TAUGHT COURSES

Co-teaching is a research-based strategy for helping students in need of academic intervention and designed to assist
students in meeting the increased literacy demands required for career and college readiness. Co-taught classes have two
teachers who work with the class: a content area certified teacher, for example in English or mathematics, and a special
education certified teacher.

The purpose of BASD High School Co-Teaching is to provide quality instruction to academically at-risk students (those
not currently showing proficiency) in a high expectations-high supports environment. The program is designed to deliver
standards-based instruction aligned to the PA graduation requirements, with high levels of support in place to meet those
requirements. High levels of support include adaptations such as a concept-oriented focus, alternative methods of
instruction and assessment, and more intensive student/teacher contact time.

With the BASD Roadmap to Educational Excellence as a guide, students will be supported in their Core Learning while
developing personal skills in an engaging setting. Classroom roles and responsibilities are defined, targeted individualized
support is provided to students, curriculum is delivered on grade level with appropriate adaptations, and modifications and
the belief that effort produces achievement is pervasive.

As aforementioned, there are two teachers in the co-taught classes. Each teacher has a different but equally important role,
and they work together with each other and with the students to promote academic growth and success. These teachers
have equal responsibility for teaching, and students are held to high expectations and are given high levels of support from
both teachers.
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CAREER PATHWAYS

The Bethlehem Area School District is committed to assist every student focus his or her high school education on a
deliberate post-secondary plan that matches the interests, skills, knowledge, and experience of each individual student.

About the Program: The driving force behind the Career Pathways program is that every student personalizes his/her
career and educational plan beyond high school. Some students believe that learning ends with high school graduation.
This attitude and belief system typically results in a low-paying, unfulfilling job, which in turn can impact the individual’s
entire well-being. Helping students recognize that they have direct control over the career path they choose is the
challenge of Career Pathways.

A career path is a broad spectrum of careers that share similar characteristics and for which employment requirements call
for common interests, strengths, and competencies. The U.S. Department of Education has identified sixteen (16) Career
Clusters that were designed to help students focus on an area of interest and possible career path. BASD’s Pathways
Program combined the clusters to create four broader and flexible paths for student exploration and instruction. The four
Pathways used by the Bethlehem Area School District are as follows:

                         BUSINESS, FINANCE, & LAW

                         SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & MATH

                         ARTS & COMMUNICATIONS

                         HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

It is recommended that students select a Career Pathway during course selection of their 8 grade year. Students will then
                                                                                            th

be able to examine specific careers and post-high school educational programs related to their Pathway. In addition,
elective course recommendations and service learning options will be available to assist parents and students in making
course selections that will be most beneficial to their academic and career goals. This information will help students see a
connection between what they learn within the classroom and the skills they need for success in their adult lives and the
work world.

Goals:
   ● To assist each student in determining a Career Pathway based on interest and ability.
   ● To provide a variety of course offerings that will prepare students for education/training beyond high school to
       meet individual career goals.
   ● To produce students who are responsible citizens, effective communicators, cooperative workers, and skilled
       problem-solvers.

Rationale:
 What do you want to be when you grow up? The Pathways Program has been designed to help Bethlehem Area School
 District students answer this most important question. Students begin their journey by exploring personal skills,
 interests, and aptitudes through career assessments which supply them with ideas about how one of the four Career
 Pathways might “best fit” their personality.

Course Selection:
In this Program of Study, electives and other selected courses are marked with one or more of the above Career Pathways
symbols. Students are encouraged to choose electives based on their interest in or curiosity about a particular Career
Pathway. The guidance department will also help to guide you in your course selection.
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Career Pathways Overview
The four pathways are described below. Once you have found a pathway that interests you, peruse for suggested courses,
                              community service opportunities, and career opportunities.
                                                     Science,
                           Health & Social         Technology,                 Arts &           Business, Finance &
   4 PATHWAYS                  Services           Engineering, &          Communications                Law
                                                       Math

                         This is a pathway       Engineers and             Careers in the           The Business,
                         that includes a large   technicians design        Performing Arts,         Finance, and Law
                         and diverse group of    and build things.         Visual Arts or           pathway includes
                         careers. Human          They are critical in      certain aspects of       careers in planning,
                         services involves       all kinds of              Journalism,              organizing, directing
                         careers that help       manufacturing,            Broadcasting and         and evaluating
                         people and families     especially at the         Film are careers that    business functions
                         meet their needs,       earliest stages when      tap students’ creative   essential to efficient
                         including education,    products and              talents.                 and productive
                         social services, and    processes are being                                business operations.
                         mental health needs.    created and refined.      Careers in Audio-
                                                                           Video                    The finance portion
                         The health and          A career in science is    Communications           of this pathway
                         medicine career         exciting, challenging,    Technology,              involves careers in
                         pathway includes        and ever-changing.        Telecommunications       financial and
                         careers that promote    Learners who pursue       or Printing              investment planning,
                         health, wellness, and   one of these career       Technology require       banking, insurance
                         diagnosis as well as    fields will be involved   strong backgrounds       and business
                         treat injuries and      in planning,              in computer and          financial
                         diseases. Some of       managing, and             electronic-based         management. The
                         the careers involve     providing scientific      technology and a         legal system impacts
                         working directly        research and              solid foundation in      us in many ways,
                         with people while       professional and          math and science. All    from buying a home
                         others involve          technical services        pathways require the     to safely driving a
                         research into           including laboratory      ability to               car.
                         diseases or             and testing services,     communicate
                         collecting and          and research and          effectively in both      Careers in law keep
                         formatting data and     development services.     oral and written         the legal system
                         information. Work                                 form.                    running smoothly and
                         locations are varied    The agriculture                                    includes public
                         and may be in           pathway prepares          Information              services, jobs that
                         hospitals, medical or   learners for careers      technology careers       serve and protect
                         dental offices or       in the planning,          involve the design,      people, including law
                         laboratories, cruise    implementation,           development, support     enforcement,
                         ships, medivac units,   production,               and management of        firefighting, legal
                         sports arenas, space    management,               hardware, software,      services, and the
                         centers, or within      processing, and/or        multimedia and           military.
                         the community.          marketing of              systems integration
                                                 agricultural              services. The IT
                                                 commodities and           industry is a dynamic
                                                 services.                 and entrepreneurial
                                                                           working environment
                                                                           that has a
                                                                           revolutionary impact
                                                                           on the economy and
                                                                           society
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Suggested Courses for Specific Career Pathways
  Courses will vary with interest of student. The courses listed below are suggestions for discussion between the student,
  parent, teacher, and counselor. Courses in the far left column are either required or strongly suggested for graduation.
                                                          Science, Technology,             Arts &
 Students Considering:      Health & Social Services                                                        Business, Finance & Law
                                                          Engineering, & Math         Communications
Advanced                    o   English 12 Non-fiction   o English 12 Non-        o    AP Literature &      o   AP Language &
Degrees                     o   AP Psychology               fiction                    Composition              Composition
                            o   AP Calculus              o AP Calculus            o    Creative Writing     o   Public Speaking
Suggested Courses:          o   AP Biology               o AP Statistics          o    Drama 1&2            o   Effective
*4 Years Honors / AP        o   AP Chemistry             o AP Biology             o    Public Speaking          Communications for
English                     o   AP Environmental         o AP Chemistry           o    Effective                the 21 Century
                                                                                                                     st

*4 Years of Honors / AP         Science                  o AP Environmental            Communication for    o   AP US History
Math                        o   AP Physics C                Science                    the 21 Century
                                                                                            st              o   AP Macroeconomics
*4 Years Honors / AP        o   Honors Anatomy &         o AP Physics C           o    Intro to             o   AP Government
Lab Science (biology,           Physiology               o Genetics                    Communications       o   Media as a Political
chemistry, physics,         o   Genetics                 o Biotechnology          o    Principles of            Tool
elective)                   o   Biotechnology            o Forensic Organic            Communications       o   Law, Human Rights,
*4 Years Honors /AP         o   Forensic Organic            Chemistry             o    Journalism               and Social Change
Social Studies                  Chemistry                o Materials Science      o    Broadcast            o   Skepticism and Logic
*2-3 Years of one Foreign   o   PLTW - Biomedical        o PLTW- Biomedical            Journalism           o   Criminal Justice:
Language                        Sciences                    Sciences              o    AP Computer              Crime and Police
                            o   PLTW- Engineering        o PLTW - Engineering          Science Principles       Science
Students may also wish to   o   Introduction to          o AP Computer            o    Yearbook             o   Criminal Justice:
consider concurrent             Kinesiology                 Science Principles    o    Webpage Design           American Legal
enrollment at local         o   Introduction to                                   o                             System
                                                         o Computer                    Digital and Print
colleges.                       Epidemiology                                           Design               o   Sociology
                                                            Programming
                            o   Personal Fitness                                  o                         o   Psychology
                                                         o Cybersecurity               Video Editing 1&2
                                Training                                                                    o   AP Calculus
                                                         o Academy for Applied    o    AP Music Theory
                            o   Athletic Health and                                                         o   AP Statistics
                                                            Engineering           o    Music Production
                                Fitness (BAVTS)                                                             o   Personal Finance
                                                            (BAVTS)                    1&2
                            o   Medical Arts                                                                o   Accounting
                                                                                  o    Music Electives
                                Academy (BAVTS)                                                             o   Marketing
                                                                                  o    Art Electives
                            o   Intro to teaching                                                           o   Management
                            o   Intro to Interpreting                                                       o   Business Law
4 Year Degrees              o   English 12- Non-         o   English 12 Non-      o    Creative Writing     o   Public Speaking
                                fiction                      fiction              o    Drama 1&2            o   Effective
Suggested Courses:          o   Skepticism & Logic       o   The Environment in   o    Public Speaking          Communications for
*4 Years English            o   Sociology                    Politics             o    Effective                the 21 Century
                                                                                                                     st

*4 Years Math               o   Psychology               o   Calculus                  Communication for    o   Media as a Political
*3-4 Years Lab Science      o   Calculus                 o   Genetics                  the 21 century
                                                                                            st
                                                                                                                Tool
(biology, chemistry or      o   Genetics                 o   Biotechnology        o    Intro to             o   Law, Human Rights,
physics, elective)          o   Biotechnology            o   Forensic Organic          Communications           and Social Change
*4 Years Social Studies     o   Forensic Organic             Chemistry            o    Principles of        o   Skepticism and Logic
*2-3 Years of one Foreign       Chemistry                o   Meteorology (FHS)         Communications       o   Criminal Justice:
Language                    o   Anatomy &                o   Environmental        o    Journalism               Crime and Police
*Students may wish to           Physiology                   Science              o    Broadcast                Science
consider honors courses     o   PLTW - Biomedical        o   PLTW - Biomedical         Journalism           o   Criminal Justice:
as well                         Sciences                     Sciences             o    History Through          American Legal
                            o   PLTW- Engineering        o   PLTW- Engineering         Film                     System
Students may also wish to   o   Sports Nutrition         o   Computer             o    Music Production     o   Sociology
consider concurrent         o   Introduction to              Programming               1&2                  o   Psychology
enrollment at local             Kinesiology              o   Cybersecurity        o    Yearbook             o   Statistics
colleges.                   o   Introduction to                                   o    Webpage Design       o   Personal Finance
                                Epidemiology                                      o    Digital and Print    o   Marketing
                            o   Personal Fitness                                       Design               o   Accounting
                                Training                                          o    Video Editing 1&2    o   Management
                            o   Intro to teaching                                 o    Intro to Computer    o   Business Law
                            o   Intro to Interpreting                                  Science
                                                                                  o    Computer
                                                                                  o    Programming 1&2
                                                                                  o    Music Electives
                                                                                  o    Art Electives
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Science, Technology,             Arts &
 Students Considering:       Health & Social Services                                                       Business, Finance & Law
                                                           Engineering, & Math         Communications
Community Colleges           o   Sociology               o The Environment in      o    Creative Writing    o   Public Speaking
(with possible transfer to   o   Psychology                  Politics              o    Public Speaking     o   Effective
4 year college) and/or       o   Skepticism & Logic      o Astronomy                    1&2                     Communications for
Technical Schools            o   Human Forensics         o Geology                 o    Effective               the 21 Century
                                                                                                                     st

                             o   Human Growth &          o Zoology                      Communication for   o   Media as a Political
Suggested Courses:               Development             o Meteorology                  the 21 Century
                                                                                             st
                                                                                                                Tool
*4 Years English             o   Genetics                o Environmental           o    Intro to            o   Law, Human Rights,
*4 Years Math                o   Biotechnology               Science                    Communications          and Social Change
*3-4 Science                 o   Anatomy &               o Biotechnology           o    Principles of       o   Skepticism and Logic
*3-4 Social Studies              Physiology              o Genetics                     Communications      o   Criminal Justice:
*2-3 Years of one Foreign    o   PLTW - Biomedical       o Human Forensics         o    Journalism              Crime and Police
Language                         Sciences                o Astronomy               o    Broadcast               Science
                             o   PLTW- Engineering       o PLTW - Engineering           Journalism          o   Criminal Justice:
Students may also wish to    o   Parenting & Child       o PLTW- Biomedical        o    Music Production        American Legal
consider concurrent              Development                 Sciences                   1&2                     System
enrollment at local          o   Exploring Childhood/    o Computer                o    Yearbook            o   Sociology
colleges.                        Preschool Lab               Programming           o    Web Page Design     o   Psychology
                             o   Cooking Classes         o Cybersecurity           o    Video Editing 1&2   o   Statistics
                             o                                                     o    Digital and Print   o   Personal Finance
                                 Personal Fitness        o Creating Apps for
                                 Training                                               Design              o   Co-op Program
                                                             Phones, Pads, &
                                                                                   o    Intro to Computer   o   Accounting
                             o   Athletic Health and         Other Devices
                                                                                        Science             o   Marketing
                                 Fitness (BAVTS)         o Woodcraft
                                                                                   o    Computer            o   Management
                             o   Medical Arts            o Stage Craft
                                                                                        Programming 1&2     o   Business Law
                                 Academy (BAVTS)         o
                                                                                   o    Creating Apps
                             o   Health Careers
                                                                                   o    Exploring
                                 (BAVTS)
                                                                                        Childhood/
                             o   Intro to teaching
                                                                                        Preschool Lab
                             o   Intro to Interpreting
                                                                                   o    Woodcraft 1&2
                                                                                   o    Graphic Arts 1&2
                                                                                   o    Art Electives
                                                                                   o    Music Electives
High School Diplomas,        o   Sociology               o   PLTW – Engineering    o    Creative Writing    o   Public Speaking
Vocational/Technical         o   Psychology              o   PLTW-Biomedical       o    Public Speaking     o   Effective
Training,                    o   Skepticism & Logic          Sciences              o    Effective               Communication for
On the Job Training,         o   Criminal Justice:       o   Personal Finance           Communication for       the 21 Century
                                                                                                                     st

Career                           Crime & Police          o   College Mathematics        the 21 Century
                                                                                             st
                                                                                                            o   Skepticism and Logic
                                 Science                 o   Intro to Computer     o    Intro to            o   Criminal Justice:
Suggested Courses:           o   Human Forensics             Science                    Communications          Crime and Police
*4 Years English             o   Human Growth &          o   Computer              o    Principles of           Science
*3 Years Math                    Development                 Programming 1&2            Communications      o   Criminal Justice:
*3 Years Science             o   PLTW - Biomedical       o   Cybersecurity         o    Broadcast               American Legal
*3 Years Social Studies          Sciences                o   Creating Apps              Journalism              System
                             o   Exploring Childhood /   o   BAVTS                 o    Video Editing 1&2   o   Sociology
                                 Preschool lab                                     o    Office Technology   o   Psychology
                             o   Cooking Classes                                   o    Co-op Program       o   Personal Finance
                             o   Personal Fitness                                  o    Digital and Print   o   Marketing
                                 Training                                               Design              o   Management
                             o   BAVTS                                             o    Music Production    o   Co-op Program
                             o   Intro to teaching                                      1&2                 o   Office Technology
                             o   Intro to Interpreting                             o    Woodcraft 1&2       o   School Store
                                                                                   o    Graphic Arts 1&2        Marketing
                                                                                   o    Art Electives       o   BAVTS
                                                                                   o    Music Electives
                                                                                   o    BAVTS
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ENGLISH
The Bethlehem Area School District’s English Department is dedicated to providing students with a comprehensive
education in literacy. Courses are designed to help students become astute readers and effective communicators of the
written and spoken word. Students read the classics as well as contemporary texts, write analytically and persuasively,
learn the standards of written English, and develop critical thinking skills. In addition, the English electives strive to
develop students’ creativity and imagination, allowing students to discover their own voices.

                                        English Recommended Course Sequence
           Grade 9                       Grade 10                Grade 11                               Grade 12
                                                                                               AP Literature &
                                                                  AP Language &
                                Honors English 10                                              Composition
 Honors English 9                                                 Composition
                                Adv. Academic English 10*                                      Honors English 12
 English 9                                                        Honors English 11
                                English 10                                                     English 12
                                                                  English 11
                                                                                               English 12: Non-Fiction
 *Liberty course only

HONORS ENGLISH 9 (EN1000)                                                                   1.0 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Program Recommendations

Honors English 9 develops and sharpens the communication skills of critical reading, writing, speaking, and listening,
with special emphasis on the writing process, independent scholarship, research skills, and critical thinking. Particular
focus is placed on the development of the critical analysis essay and the primary source paper and writing cohesive thesis-
driven essay effectively supporting a claim. Literature study concentrates on critical analysis of the following genres:
short story, novel, poetry, and drama. Grammar study focuses on developing mature sentence structure, coherence, and
unity. Notes: The grade for this course is weighted. This course is strongly recommended for those students who may
consider Advanced Placement courses.

ENGLISH 9 (EN1002)                                                                          1.0 credit

English 9 develops the communication skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening, with special emphasis on the
writing process and the academic essay, critical reading and thinking, research skills, and study skills. Students will
analyze literary works from the following genres: short story, novel, poetry, and drama. Units are arranged thematically so
that writing and reading skills are continually built upon and reinforced throughout the course.

HONORS ENGLISH 10 (EN2000)                                                                  1.0 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Program Recommendations

Honors English 10 continues to develop communication skills of critical reading, analytical writing, speaking and
listening, with particular emphasis on independent study skills. Extensive reading, discussion, effective methods of
presentation, honing of grammar skills, and vocabulary enrichment are integral parts of this course. Particular emphasis is
placed on the refinement of essay-writing skills (persuasive, literary analysis, and research, as well as timed on-demand
essays). Notes: The grade for this course is weighted. This course is strongly recommended for those students who may
consider Advanced Placement courses.
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